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114TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION S. RES. 124 
Honoring the accomplishments and legacy of Cesar Estrada Chavez. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MARCH 27 (legislative day, MARCH 26), 2015 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. REID, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. 

BOXER, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MARKEY, 

Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. REED, Mr. UDALL, and Ms. WARREN) submitted the 

following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on the Judici-

ary 

RESOLUTION 
Honoring the accomplishments and legacy of Cesar Estrada 

Chavez. 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez was born on March 31, 1927, 

near Yuma, Arizona; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez spent his early years on a 

family farm; 

Whereas at the age of 10, Cesar Estrada Chavez joined the 

thousands of migrant farm workers laboring in fields and 

vineyards throughout the Southwest after a bank fore-

closure resulted in the loss of the family farm; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez, after attending more than 

30 elementary and middle schools and achieving an 
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eighth grade education, left school to work full time as 

a farm worker to help support his family; 

Whereas at the age of 17, Cesar Estrada Chavez entered the 

United States Navy and served the United States with 

distinction for 2 years; 

Whereas in 1948, Cesar Estrada Chavez returned from mili-

tary service to marry Helen Fabela, whom he had met 

while working in the vineyards of central California; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez and Helen Fabela had 8 chil-

dren; 

Whereas as early as 1949, Cesar Estrada Chavez was com-

mitted to organizing farm workers to campaign for safe 

and fair working conditions, reasonable wages, livable 

housing, and outlawing child labor; 

Whereas in 1952, Cesar Estrada Chavez joined the Commu-

nity Service Organization, a prominent Latino civil rights 

group, and worked with the organization to coordinate 

voter registration drives and conduct campaigns against 

discrimination in East Los Angeles; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez served as the national direc-

tor of the Community Service Organization; 

Whereas in 1962, Cesar Estrada Chavez left the Community 

Service Organization to establish the National Farm 

Workers Association, which eventually became the United 

Farm Workers of America; 

Whereas under the leadership of Cesar Estrada Chavez, the 

United Farm Workers of America organized thousands of 

migrant farm workers to fight for fair wages, health care 

coverage, pension benefits, livable housing, and respect; 
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Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez was a strong believer in the 

principles of nonviolence practiced by Mahatma Gandhi 

and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez effectively used peaceful tac-

tics that included fasting for 25 days in 1968, 25 days 

in 1972, and 38 days in 1988 to call attention to the ter-

rible working and living conditions of farm workers in the 

United States; 

Whereas through his commitment to nonviolence, Cesar 

Estrada Chavez brought dignity and respect to organized 

farm workers and became an inspiration to and a re-

source for individuals engaged in human rights struggles 

throughout the world; 

Whereas the influence of Cesar Estrada Chavez extends far 

beyond agriculture and provides inspiration for individ-

uals working to better human rights, empower workers, 

and advance the American Dream, which includes all in-

dividuals of the United States; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez died on April 23, 1993, at 

the age of 66 in San Luis, Arizona, only miles from his 

birthplace; 

Whereas more than 50,000 people attended the funeral serv-

ices of Cesar Estrada Chavez in Delano, California; 

Whereas Cesar Estrada Chavez was laid to rest at the head-

quarters of the United Farm Workers of America, known 

as ‘‘Nuestra Señora de La Paz’’, located in the 

Tehachapi Mountains in Keene, California; 

Whereas since the death of Cesar Estrada Chavez, schools, 

parks, streets, libraries, and other public facilities, as well 

as awards and scholarships, have been named in his 

honor; 
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Whereas more than 10 States and dozens of communities 

across the United States honor the life and legacy of 

Cesar Estrada Chavez each year on March 31; 

Whereas March 31 is recognized as an official State holiday 

in California, Colorado, and Texas, and there is growing 

support to designate the birthday of Cesar Estrada Cha-

vez as a national day of service to memorialize his her-

oism; 

Whereas during his lifetime, Cesar Estrada Chavez was a re-

cipient of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Peace Prize; 

Whereas on August 8, 1994, Cesar Estrada Chavez was post-

humously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom; 

Whereas on October 8, 2012, President Barack Obama au-

thorized the Secretary of the Interior to establish a Cesar 

Estrada Chavez National Monument in Keene, Cali-

fornia; 

Whereas President Barack Obama honored the life and serv-

ice of Cesar Estrada Chavez by proclaiming March 31, 

2014, to be ‘‘Cesar Chavez Day’’ and by asking all people 

of the United States to observe March 31 with service, 

community, and education programs to honor the endur-

ing legacy of Cesar Estrada Chavez; and 

Whereas the United States should continue the efforts of 

Cesar Estrada Chavez to ensure equality, justice, and 

dignity for all people of the United States: Now, there-

fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 1

(1) recognizes the accomplishments and exam-2

ple of Cesar Estrada Chavez, a great hero of the 3

United States; 4
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(2) pledges to promote the legacy of Cesar 1

Estrada Chavez; and 2

(3) encourages the people of the United States 3

to commemorate the legacy of Cesar Estrada Chavez 4

and to always remember his great rallying cry, ‘‘Si, 5

se puede!’’, which is Spanish for ‘‘Yes, we can!’’, as 6

a symbol of unity and hope for individuals seeking 7

justice. 8

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:42 Mar 27, 2015 Jkt 049200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\SR124.IS SR124em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-03-31T01:56:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




