Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 20, 2019

The Honorable David Bernhardt
Acting Secretary

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Acting Secretary Bernhardt:

As the Senate considers your nomination to serve as Secretary of the Interior, we write in order
to better understand your views on offshore drilling. The 2019-2024 National Outer Continental
Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Draft Proposed Program has raised bipartisan concerns among
coastal communities, local businesses, commercial and recreational fishing interests, and elected
officials at all levels of government, and your decisions on this matter will significantly impact
our nation’s coastal economy and ecosystems.

The Department of the Interior has received many bipartisan requests to remove all planning
areas in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, as well as the eastern Gulf of Mexico, from the next
draft of the five-year plan. We ask that you give these requests full and fair consideration.
Further, we strongly urge you to indicate which States will or will not be included in the next
draft of the five-year plan prior to your nomination hearing before the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources committee. The American people deserve to know your plan for the Outer Continental
Shelf before the Senate votes on your nomination.

To better understand your views on offshore drilling, we also request answers to the following
questions prior to your hearing:

1) Do you support opening up any or all of the Atlantic Ocean to offshore oil and gas
exploration, development, or production?

2) Do you support opening up any or all of the Pacific Ocean to offshore oil and gas
exploration, development, or production?

3) Do you support opening up any or all of the Arctic Ocean to offshore oil and gas
exploration, development, or production?

4) Do you support opening up any or all of the eastern Gulf of Mexico to offshore oil and
gas exploration, development, or production?

5) What role, if any, did you have in the development of the 2019-2024 National OCS Oil
and Gas Leasing Draft Proposed Program?

6) Will you commit to meeting with the Governor of any State off the coast of which
offshore drilling is proposed?



7) Will you commit to meeting with the Governor of any State whose coastline may be
impacted by a potential oil spill, even if the drilling will not occur directly off the coast of
that State?

8) Will you commit to holding public hearings with meaningful, two-way engagement in
any State off the coast of which offshore drilling is proposed?

9) Will you commit to holding public hearings with meaningful, two-way engagement in
any State whose coastline may be impacted by a potential oil spill, even if the drilling
will not occur directly off their coastline?

10) Will you commit to holding public hearings with meaningful, two-way engagement with
indigenous peoples in any regions where offshore drilling is proposed?

11) How will you analyze the climate impacts of additional fossil fuel production proposed
under 2019-2024 National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Proposed Program?

12) How will you incorporate the findings of the 4th National Climate Assessment which
state that “with continued growth in emissions at historic rates, annual losses in some
economic sectors are projected to reach hundreds of billions of dollars by the end of the
century—more than the current gross domestic product (GDP) of many U.S. states” in
your analysis of the cost and benefits of specific leases under the 2019-2024 National
OCS Program?

13) How will you reconcile the opposition to offshore drilling of every Atlantic and Pacific
Governor—Democratic and Republican—with the current Draft Proposed Program,
which calls for the opening of the entire East and West Coasts to drilling?

14) What analysis and supporting evidence does the Department of the Interior have to
conclude that the current Administration’s revisions to the Well Control Rule will be
equally as safe as the Well Control Rule finalized in 2016?

15) Has Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) sought review or input
from outside, independent experts on offshore drilling safety not associated with industry
groups or interests in developing its revisions to the Well Control Rule?

16) Under the authority provided by the Outer Continental Shelf Land Act (OCSLA), certain
portions of the Arctic and Atlantic Ocean have been permanently protected from
consideration for offshore drilling. If confirmed, will you honor these protections?

17) Former Secretary Zinke testified to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources that he intended to remove Florida from future offshore drilling programs
because the State met three criteria: Congressional opposition; opposition from the
Governor; and the State being under a federal offshore drilling moratorium until
2022. Given that the Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic Oceans are under a federal offshore



drilling moratorium through 2022 under the terms of the 2017-2022 OCS Oil and Gas
Leasing Program, will you commit to prohibiting offshore drilling for any State in which
the Congressional delegation and the Governor express opposition? If not, why not?

The American public and their elected representatives in Congress deserve to understand your
vision for the OCS before we consider your nomination to serve as Secretary of the Interior. We
strongly urge you to reply to this letter and to the numerous bipartisan letters, public comments,
and requests you have received, and to indicate which areas will or will not be included in the
next draft of the five-year plan before you testify in front of the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. Thank you for your consideration and your prompt response.
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Dianne Feinstein Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator United States Senator

Sincerely,

Robert Méoendez
United States Senator

Richard Blumenthal Elizabdth Warren

United States Senator UnitedfStates Senator

eldon Whitehouse éenjamin L. Cardin
United States Senator United States Senator
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Bernard Sanders Uamala D. Harris
United States Senator United States Senator
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Ron Wyden ﬂ Cory A. Booker

United States Senator United States Senator



Margﬁsfé Wood Hassan

United States Senator

Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator
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nited States Senator

Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senator
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Edward J. rkey T~
United States Senator
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Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator




