PROVISIONS IN BOTH MENENDEZ AND FEINSTEIN GANG BILLS

Sen. Menendez’s Fighting Gangs and Empowering Youth Act (S. 990) provides resources to: 1) prevent young people from joining gangs, 2) empower them with education and job training alternatives to street gangs, and 3) help communities tackle gangs on their streets.  It also increases and expands penalties for gang-related crimes and enhances law enforcement resources.   A number of these provisions are included in Sen. Feinstein’s Gang Abatement and Prevention Act, which passed the Senate Judiciary Committee June 14, 2007.  Below is a summary of provisions included in both bills.
Prevention, Empowerment, and Enforcement
· “High Intensity” Gang Activity Areas (HIGAA) – designates high intensity gang areas and provides criminal street gang enforcement teams made up of local, state and federal law enforcement authorities to investigate and prosecute criminal street gangs.

· Community Coordination – promotes community-based approaches to fighting gangs with law enforcement working collaboratively with local schools, service providers and community and faith leaders with demonstrated success in fighting gangs.

· Gang Prevention and Intervention – expands mentoring programs and creates a new demonstration program to encourage creative approaches to gang activity and after-school programs.  

The new demonstration program would provide $5 million per year for 5 years for grants to “public or nonprofit private entities (including faith-based organizations)” that create innovative approaches to combat gang activity.  These projects could include things like teen-driven approaches, educating parents about the signs of gang activity in kids, teaching parenting/nurturing to keep kids out of gangs, and facilitating communication between parents and children.  The grant program would require a 25% local match.  
The mentoring program provides funds to faith- and community-based nonprofit and for-profit agencies to mentor youth involved in the juvenile justice system.  The current program is funded at $1.6 million and has four mentoring partnerships through cooperative agreement awards (each is limited to $400,000 for 4 years).  The legislation would expand the program to $4.8 million per year in order to fund 12 projects. 

· Improved Enforcement – 1) increases prosecutors and law enforcement agents focused on violence and gun crimes by gang members through the Project Safe Neighborhoods Program, 2) provides additional resources for the FBI’s Safe Streets Program to investigate and prosecute violent street gangs and criminals, and 3) expands witness protection programs.
New and Increased Penalties for Gang Crimes
· New Street Gang Crimes -- makes recruiting new gang members a federal crime, with the penalty doubled if a minor is recruited; creates a new category of crimes for criminal street gangs for certain violent crimes, such as murder, carjacking, firearm offenses, witness tampering, etc.; includes violent crimes committed for gang initiation or membership and drug trafficking.
· Enhanced Penalties – provides significant increases in criminal penalties for gang members for racketeering violence, carjacking, firearm possession, conspiracy, etc.  
· Juvenile Offenders – calls on the United States Sentencing Commission to review penalties for juvenile offenders.
