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December 4, 2007

The Honorable George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As the 13™ Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change gets underway in Bali, Indonesia, we write to urge you to support a
post-2012 international climate change framework that will include robust and effective
assistance to vulnerable developing countries to adapt to the severe impacts of climate
change. The United States and the global community must make commitments to deep
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, but addressing global warming cannot just be
about reducing emissions. If the United States is going to demonstrate true leadership,
we must fulfill our obligation to protect those who are most in need.

As you are aware, impoverished countries will be hit first and worst by climate
change and have the least capacity to cope with increasingly devastating impacts,
including water scarcity, droughts, sea-level rise, floods, severe weather events,
disruption of agricultural production, and spread of disease. Indeed, climate change is
quickly becoming a major driver of poverty around the world.

Ensuring assistance to vulnerable countries facing these impacts is a moral
commitment our country should make to the poorest around the world. Moreover, taking
such action is in our national interest. Providing assistance to prevent some of the worst
outcomes from climate change will reduce the costs of later providing disaster assistance
or famine relief. Addressing the needs of poor communities will also help to stem the
international conflict and instability that will llkely be caused by the movement of
climate refugees and resource scarcity.

Many of the least developed countries are looking to the United States to support
the inclusion of adaptation assistance in a post-2012 climate agreement. Unfortunately,
the current level of international funding available to developing countries for adaptation
is wholly inadequate to meet their needs. Advocating for sufficient funding is an
opportunity for the United States to assert its international leadership in the Bali
negotiations.



We hope that you will seize this opportunity and demonstrate our deepest ideals
as Americans by leading the way in securing an international commitment to adaptation
funding.

Sincerely,
ROBERT MENENIDEZ U JOSEPH BIDEN, Ir.
United States Senat United States Senator
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